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Comrades,
I hope this letter finds you and your families safe and healthy!
We are still in the throes of the COVID-19 pandemic, but we
are surviving and becoming stronger every day. August is
behind us and 2021 can’t get here fast enough.
We begin September with a trip to Lonesome Dove on the
1st. See SVC Wollett if you’d like to help out. On the 3rd, we
feed our less fortunate brethren at Liberation Homeless
Shelter in Richmond. We are again allowed into the facility to
serve dinner and fellowship with the residents. See QM
Bassetti if you would like to come along.
We and our tenants are putting on our bingo games now and
have had very little trouble in doing so. Our players,
volunteers and staff are following state guidance for these
types of public gatherings and so far, everyone is getting
along.
The club is still serving Lunch and Dinner Tuesday thru
Friday for dine-in or call ahead for takeout.
Our Wreaths Across America event at Cold Harbor National
Cemetery will be here before we know it. We are hoping that
you will donate towards this valuable effort. There is a link on
our website that will take you directly to the W.A.A. website
where you can make a donation. No muss, no fuss. Three
clicks of the mouse and you’re done. If you do not have
access to the internet, you can always come to me or QM
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Bassetti and donate the traditional way. Thank you!
To our annual members, please consider renewing as soon as you can. Attaining and growing our membership this
year presents many new challenges related to COVID. You can come in and pay your dues, you can call the post with
a credit card number or you can go online to vfw.org and renew there. Also, consider upgrading to a life membership.
For many folks, a life membership costs about the same as 10 or 12 annual memberships. Get rid of the hassle of
remembering when to renew and scrounging together the money to pay the dues every year. Get it done once and for
all and enjoy knowing nobody will ever again be calling you for dues money, no more reminders coming to your
mailbox and no more missed editions of this newsletter and the magazine. You can even upgrade to Life through an
installment plan. One down payment and eleven monthly payments and you’re done. Think about it.

We need two comrades to step up and volunteer for membership to the Hanover County Veterans Committee. Our
two representatives, Comrades Aubrey Stratton and Al Salazar hope to pass this important mission to a new breed of
veterans soon. Consult with these gentlemen if you’d like details of the program.
If any farmers need pine needles for mulch, come and get them. Take all you want. We are trying to keep them out of
our drainage ditches, but with all the heavy rains, the needles are becoming a problem. If you come to the post for
pine needles, bring your own tools, some help and be safe.
School will be starting up soon. Keep an eye out for children walking around and school buses on the roads. There
may not be as many school buses on the roads this year, but they will be out there.
Keep your powder dry,
Cole Winkler
Post Commander
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Auxiliary
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Happy Labor Day to all! Labor Day was set aside to
honor and recognize the American labor movement
and the works and contributions of laborers to the
development and achievements of the United
States. This is especially important this Labor Day
as we thank all our front line Heroes that have been
there to get us through this pandemic.

moved to life membership fully paid by your Auxiliary!
So get your annual dues paid by December 31.
Our Chaplain, Diane Absher continues to contact our
sick and shut-ins. Please call her at 804-240-2460 or
email her at lcabsher1949@yahoo.com to notify her
of anyone who's sick, hospitalized or has lost a loved
one. She will inform us when our brothers and
sisters need our support.

Nancy, Dana, Diane, Krystine, Edith and I attended
the Department School of Instruction (SOI) held at
Post 9808 on August 1st. We all came away from
the meeting learning something new. The lunch
provided by our club was enjoyable, thanks to
Cassie and her staff.

The Post is open for Lunch and Dinner Tuesday –
Friday. Plan to drop by for a meal and share the
camaraderie. It is great to see everyone again. Due
to the COVID-19 regulations, we voted to suspend
our covered dish meals on the 5th Thursday of each
month until after the first of the year 2021.

I would like to welcome 3 new members ~ Wendy
Mills, Richard Clinger and Arthur Aumock, Jr.
Please continue to seize the moment to recruit new
members and check with Diane Melson or myself if
you need help. There are applications on the front
table near the bar. For our annual members, you will
be getting a renewal letter in the next 30 days.
Please consider moving to life membership if you
can. We voted at our August meeting to provide
some incentive to get your dues in early……….if
you pay your annual dues by December 31, 2020,
your name will be entered into a drawing for one
FREE lifetime membership at our January meeting!
That’s right, if your name is drawn you will be

Check for volunteer opportunities supporting our
Post. Remember to report your hours worked as you
and the Auxiliary gets credit for those hours. Even if
you are not volunteering under the VFW banner, any
community outreach counts. Checkout the website
www.vfwpost9808.com, Facebook and Text updates
from 474747. We look forward to seeing you at our
next meeting on Thursday, September 10th, 2020 at
7:30 PM.
Remember,
Veterans ",

"Honoring

Our

Mission

to

Serve

Vivian White, President

2020-2021 Annual Dues Notice
Now is the time to help our Veterans by paying your 2020-2021 dues. By continuing your membership in our
great organization, you help our Veterans through our legislative causes and media campaigns. Our membership numbers matter when we go before our legislators in Washington, DC. Thank you for supporting our
Veterans by paying your dues.
Name ________________________________________________________.
Make Check Payable to: VFW Auxiliary 9808, Amount: $20.00
Send to: VFW Auxiliary 9808, Treasurer, 7168 Flag Lane, Mechanicsville, VA 23111

Address: 7168 Flag Lane, Mechanicsville, VA 23111
(804) 746-9808, E-mail: vfwpost9808@comcast.net
And visit us on Facebook: VFW Battlefield Post 9808 (Members only), VFW Post 9808 Auxiliary,
or VFW Post 9808
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Chaplain’s Corner
Pig Roast & Luau
September 26, 2020
3:00 to 6:00 PM
Hawaiian Food, Fun & Friends
September, 2020

Wear your best luau attire!

Seasons Are a Changing

RSVP by September 14th
$15/person

What season are you in? Spring, when new
life is beginning to grow. Summer, when all
things are growing fast and thriving. Fall,
when the growth is harvest and reaping the
rewards of hard work. Winter, when things
slow down and many are coming to an end.
Some of us may be in the summer or fall
season of life, but most of us here at Post
9808 are in our winter season of life and there
is nothing we can do to change that. We need
to try and embrace the season that we are in
and share what we have learned in life with
others. But we all are so blessed that we can
have a new spring here on earth and after we
die, all we have to do is one thing, accept
Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior. When
you say the simple prayer asking God for
forgiveness of your sins and accept him into
your life, you are born again and will have
ever lasting life with Jesus even after you die.
This does not mean you will have an easy life
on earth, but you will have a Lord to guide and
comfort you through life. I know for a fact if I
had not changed my ways and accepted
Jesus into my life, my marriage would have
failed and I probably would have died many
years ago. With Jesus’s guidance and love,
my life became so much better and I learned
to except life and enjoy life.
Please call, text or email me when someone is
in the hospital, sick, dies or is in need of
prayers or spiritual guidance.
Ron Scoville, Chaplain, (804-513-0262)
VFW Battlefield Post 9808
ronscov@gmail.com

Kids under 5 Free/14 and under
1/2 Price

~ CLUB NEWS ~
MASK POLICY WILL BE
ENFORCED—NO MASK, NO
SERVICE
We will be continuing Tuesday—Friday Meals
& Breakfast is BACK!
Breakfast from 8:00 to 11:00 AM
Lunch from 11:30 to 2:00 PM
Dinner from 4:00 to 6:30 PM
(Take-Out or Dine-In—Please call ahead)
Corn Hole will resume with restrictions on
Friday nights from 7:00 to 12 Midnight and will
resume on Sunday in September (TBA)

Moving? Changing Your
E-Mail Address?
Be sure to let us know if you’re moving or
if your e-mail address changes. Call us at
(804) 746-9808 with your new address or
just send us an e-mail with your new information to:
vfwpost9808@comcast.net
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Post Happenings
Commander
Winkler
received an award to Post
9808 for the Hospital
Award from 3rd District
meeting.

3rd District Commander
Rivera recognized
Commander Winkler for
Veterans & Military
Support Programs, Buddy
Poppy Program, and the
Teacher Recognition
Award.

Commander
Winkler
presented the VFW Naval
Sea Cadet Award for
Outstanding Leadership &
Service to PO1 Coleman
Maitland. Accompanying his
award was a check for $300,
which he plans to use to help
pay for trade school.
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Post Happenings

On Tuesday, August 4, Post Members Phil Hudson, Ray
Dawson, Paul Kelley, Ray Bassetti, Mac McCormick and Doris
Wollett went to Lonesome Dove to assist with a therapy session
for Veterans. After the riders dismounted their horses, we
served a delicious lunch prepared by Cassie to everyone. If you
would like to help sometime, contact Doris.
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Post Happenings
Walt McCormick, Phil Hudson, Ron Scoville, Ray Bassetti and Thomas Bynum represented VFW
Post 9808. Tom Hall, Paul Smith and Joanne Smith represented Combat Veterans Motorcycle
Association. We joined 45 other motorcycle riders from several veteran organizations to pay tribute
and honor to CPL Aaron Gautier, from Chesterfield, who gave his life in combat in Iraq in
2007. During the ceremony, his gold star mother accepted a plaque and portrait of her son. There
wasn't a dry eye to be found. She was the last of 63 gold star families who were recognized on the
cross-country trip that began in Oregon and ends at Arlington Cemetery. This was an awesome day
for all of us.

Phillip Hudson, Mac Walter
McCormick and Ron Scoville
rode to AL Post 25, Newport
News and then road with the
Tribute to Fallen Soldiers in
Newport News and Henrico.
This was a very touching ride
and a great organization to
support.

A Veterans Motorcycle group called the Steel Warriors are hosting a benefit ride to the Lonesome
Dove Equestrian Center in Powhatan County on September 5th. Registration is from 9 to 11 at West
Creek Athletic Sports Complex, 12575 West Creek Parkway, Henrico, VA. We will meet at VFW
Post 9808 at 9 am with kickstands up at 9:15 to go register. The cost is $20/rider and $10/passenger
which includes lunch, live music, vendors, door prizes, silent auction and 50/50 raffle. The money
they raise helps disabled veterans overcome their physical and mental impairments through horseback
activities.
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Post Happenings

Fred Kuester, Walt McCormick, Phil Hudson, Doris Wollett and Ray Bassetti made the
monthly trip to Liberation Services to serve a steaming hot fried fish dinner prepared by
Brandi at the post. We shared dinner with our fellow veterans. They were glad to see
us. This was the first time in several months that we were able to serve their dinner. They
have had no cases of the virus at the center.
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