
Comrades,  

Well, 2020 is here.  Where has all the time gone?  The 
holidays are over, and I hope everyone had a joyous holi-
day season with family and friends.  

Our Wreaths Across America event was a huge success.  
More than 200 people showed up in spite of the rainy 
weather to place 927 wreaths at Cold Harbor Cemetery.  
Nearly all headstones had a wreath.  This was the first or-
ganized year at Cold Harbor and we all should be proud of 
the results.  I hope everyone had a chance to ride by and 
see it.   

January is also the month we give back to the community 
in a big way.   

Our annual community awards night is January 23rd at 7 
p.m.  Our Voice of Democracy and Patriots Pen winners 
will receive their scholarships and read the winning es-
says.  Many other awards will be presented that night as 
well.  Dress is business casual for members.  Hope to see 
you there. There will be no dinner served that night. 

This month we resume service to our veterans in need.  
January 2nd we will feed the homeless veterans at Libera-

Commander’s Message 

 

Post Officers 
Commander 

Ed Mann 

Senior Vice Commander 

Cole Winkler 

Junior Vice Commander 

Shawn Kennedy 

Quartermaster 

Ray Bassetti 

Chaplain 

Ron Scoville 

Judge Advocate 

Boyd C. Burnett 

Surgeon 

Tom McIntyre 

1 Year Trustee 

Mike Knox 

2 Year Trustee 

Bill Collins 

3 Year Trustee 

Brooks McCormick  

Adjutant 

Robert Barnett 

Service Officer 

Eddie I. Hinton 

 

VFW Auxiliary 

Officers 

President 

Nancy Smithson 

Sr. Vice President 

Kimberly Boehme 

Jr. Vice President 

Krystine Boehme 

Secretary 

Vivian White 

Treasurer 

Dana Rivera 

Conductress 

Marilyn Smith 

Assistant Conductress 

Stephanie Forshey 

Patriotic Instructor 

Miriam Walker 

Guard 

Michelle Smith 

Assistant Guard 

Luther Gammon 

Chaplain 

Laura Diane Absher 

Veterans of Foreign Wars 

Battlefield Post 9808 

tion Family Services and January 7th at Lonesome Dove we will serve lunch and escort wounded warriors on 
horse rides.  See Doris Wollett or Ray Bassetti for details or if you would like to help with these events.  

There are many social events in the Club; see the calendar for details and times.  

We still have need for Bingo volunteers and for Building and Grounds.  This is a good way to get involved in 
your Post and to earn volunteer hours.  Thank you for all your work and dedication.  

Make A Difference.  

 

Ed Mann 
Commander 
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VFW Post 9808 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

I hope everyone had a blessed Christmas with family and 
friends. In the spirit of the season, our Auxiliary collected 
donations and purchased items to fill 25 Christmas Bags 
with personal hygiene items, as well as a sweat shirt and 
pants, a bath towel, underwear, socks, scarves, gloves, 
stocking caps and awesome head/neck wraps that Vivian 
White made. We thank each and everyone for their contri-
butions to bring the Joy of Christmas to these Homeless 
Female Veteran Heroes. An extra thanks to everyone who 
helped pack The Bags and Dana for guiding us and deliver-
ing them to the VA. 

The Post provided the bus to transport Comrades and Auxil-
iary members to the VA Wednesday, December the 11th to 
play Bingo and share Christmas treats with resident patients. 
Thanks to Nita Burton for scheduling this event. They were 
very grateful for our visit. 

Saturday, December the 14th was a very busy day. We went 
to Cold Harbor National Cemetery and joined Wreaths 
Across America placing 927 wreaths on the graves of those 
who gave all. Commander Mann emcee'd the ceremony and 
our Color Guard posted the Colors. It was an interesting and 
inspiring experience with tremendous community support. 
Thanks to everyone who contributed to Wreaths Across 
America. 

Cassie and her volunteers prepared excellent appetizers fol-
lowed by a delicious roast beef dinner for our Christmas 
Party that was enjoyed by all and provided a helpful dona-
tion  to the Hanover Christmas Mother. Craig Cashin won 
the Gingerbread Wreath for the nearest guess of the number 
of ornaments on our Christmas tree. The Ugly Sweater Con-

Auxiliary 
test was won by Dana Rivera and Brian Jones. 

We enjoyed a reception following our December meeting. 
Our Comrades joined us for Christmas treats and apple cider 
celebrating another anniversary of our Auxiliary. 

Our Annual Awards Program will be Thursday, January 
23rd, 2020 at 7 PM. Please attend and support our outstand-
ing students and community support team serving Hanover 
County. There will be no dinner served that night. 

We need about 20 more  members to renew their membership 
to maintain our strength. We really appreciate what everyone 
does to reach our goals. 

The Auxiliary will have their 5th Thursday Covered Dish 
Dinner on January 30th serving at 6 PM. The entrees will be 
soup and chili. Please bring salads and desserts. Looking for-
ward to seeing everyone and having a great get-together. 

We elected Laura Diane Absher to fill the vacancy of Chap-
lain. If  you know of anyone who is sick, please contact Di-
ane at 804-240-8540 or lcabsher1949@yahoo.com. She will 
keep us informed of our ill brothers and sisters and their fam-
ilies. 

Check your Newsletter and Calendar for activities at our 
Post. There are many volunteer opportunities supporting our 
Post. We look forward to seeing you at our next meeting on 
Thursday, January 9, 2020 at 7:30 PM. 

Best wishes for a very Happy and Successful New Year! 

Remember, "Our Veterans Are Tops". 

Nancy Smithson 
President 

2019-2020 Annual Dues Notice 

Now is the time to help our Veterans by paying your 2019-2020 dues. By continuing your membership in our 
great organization, you help our Veterans through our legislative causes and media campaigns. Our member-

ship numbers matter when we go before our legislators in Washington, DC. Thank you for supporting our 
Veterans by paying your dues. 

 

Name ________________________________________________________.  

Make Check Payable to: VFW Auxiliary 9808, Amount: $20.00 

Send to:  

VFW Auxiliary 9808, Treasurer 

7168 Flag Lane, Mechanicsville, VA 23111 

mailto:lcabsher1949@yahoo.com
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Chaplain’s Corner 

 

Happy New Year to Everyone 

 

As the New Year begins it is the start of the sec-

ond year of the Chaplain’s Corner. Most of us 

make resolutions that we usually do not keep but 

it is a time to reflect on the past year’s good times 

and not so good times and think of what we can 

do to have better times. I know one thing I reflect 

on is my walk with God and if I share my faith 

with others the way God wants. Sharing your 

faith should be easy but it is not always easy to 

do. It’s also a time to start new friendships and 

renew past friendships. Everybody has their own 

plan for the year and I pray that good times come 

to all of you. 

 

I have included the Eight Simple Reasons Why 

God Judges a Nation again this year because I 

feel that it is so relevant to our nation and we 

need to strive to get our nation back on the Godly 

path. One thing we all can do is to vote in this 

year’s elections as I feel that this might be one of 

the most important elections of our time.  

 

Eight Simple Reasons Why God Judges a Na-

tion (From the first 8 Chapters of Jeremiah) 

The people had forgotten and no longer feared 

Him. 

People had become skilled at evil, at wrong, 

expert at sin. They could no longer be 

good. 

There is an inability to feel shame and embar-

rassment. 

There was a sexual epidemic leading to di-

vorce crisis in the culture. 

There was spiritual confusion that led to what 

Jeremiah called “Abandonment of ancient 

paths”. 

Free Chiropractic Care for Veterans 
and Active-Duty Service Members 

Veterans and Active-duty service members can apply for 
up to three months of complimentary chiropractic care at 
Aligned Chiropractic.  Teresa Green, DC, is providing 
this care as a community service to this most deserving 
group. 

Until recently, there has been little to no access to chiro-
practic care for local veterans and active-duty service 
members.  Improvements are being made to increase 
access to chiropractic care for them in the Richmond 
area, but there are a limited number of in-network chiro-
practors.  Not all military bases provide chiropractic 
care, so Dr. Green is doing her part to help. 

Location:  2004 Bremo Road, Suite 101, 
Lower Level.  

To apply by Nov. 7,  
visit MySpinesAligned.com.   

For more information, call 804-477-3194 

Greed, manipulation, deceit dominate the econo-

my and control financial decision making. 

Hardness of heart that permeated the society. 

The spiritual leaders abandoned their role of spir-

itual responsibility, compromised their message 

and refused to teach truth. 

 

Please call or text me when someone is in the hospital, 

dies or in the need of prayers. 

 

Ron Scoville 

Chaplain VFW Battlefield Post 9808  

(804-513-0262) 
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From The Service Officer 

Protecting Veterans and Their Caregivers 

DAV supports legislation to improve caregiver program 

By Mary Dever 

While the Department of Veterans Affairs announced 
a moratorium on discharges and decreases from its 
Program of Comprehensive Assistance for Family 
Caregivers in December 2018, recent reports the de-
partment is still arbitrarily cutting caregivers from the 
program.  

The VA Office of the Inspector General reported in 
2018 that the VA failed to adequately manage the 
caregiver program and recommended improvements 
and reforms.  

DAV supports the Transparency and Effective Ac-
countability Measures (TEAM) for Veteran Caregiv-
ers Act – S. 2216 – which would give caregivers and 
veterans the opportunity to appeal any downgrade or 
termination of benefits and ensure all caregivers are 
recognized as part of the clinical team adding veter-
ans.  

“Family caregivers are the unsung heroes for thou-
sands of severely injured veterans, but mismanage-
ment of the VA’s Program of Comprehensive Assis-
tance for Family Caregivers has, in far too many in-
stances, caused the improper disruption or termination 
of needed benefits,” said National Legislative Director 
Joy Ilem.  “As a longtime advocate for improvement 
of this critical program, DAV supports legislation to 
fully incorporate family caregivers within the veter-
an’s care team, help establish clear standards for VA 
decision-making and provide a smoother transition for 
veterans and family caregivers along the program’s 
continuum of care.”  

The bipartisan bill – introduced by Sens. Gary Peters 
and Marsha Blackburn – would take steps to improve 
the program, including: 

Ensuring all caregivers are included in the vet-
eran’s medical records.  Currently, only cer-
tain caregivers participating in the Caregiver 
Support Program are included in veterans’ med-
ical records.  Including all caregivers in medical 
records strengthens communication between the 
VA and caregivers and recognizes caregivers as 
part of the clinical team.  

Establishing a minimum standard of infor-
mation to downgrade notification letters.  
Caregivers have reported that VA decision let-
ters are sometimes missing important infor-
mation that would be necessary to file an ap-
peal.  This bill would require the VA to provide 
additional context and explanation leading to 
downgrade or termination decisions.  

Extending benefits for at least 90 days after a 
termination letter is sent for cases in which a 
veteran is deemed “no longer clinically eligi-
ble” for the program.  Caregivers have report-
ed being dropped within weeks of receiving a 
termination letter without time to appeal or 
make new accommodations.  This step codifies 
the VA’s goals of maintaining care.  

“We applaud Sens. Peters and Blackburn for their 
commitment to America’s disabled veterans and those 
dedicated family members who sacrifice so much of 
themselves to help care for them,” said Ilem.  “We 
urge Congress to swiftly pass this legislation so veter-
ans and their caregivers no longer have to worry about 
losing their earned benefits with little to no explana-
tion.”  

 

-reprinted from Disabled American Veterans maga-
zine 
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The Richmond Navy League thanked our Post 

for helping to make December 7th a meaningful 

event. 

Thanks to the ladies from the Aux-

iliary for making up bags for the 

Homeless Female veterans. 

Congratulations go out for two members of 
our Post Auxiliary who graduated from college 
this year.  In May, Rachel Cashin (far right) 
graduated from ODU with a master’s degree in 
interdisciplinary studies general education K to 6 
grade teaching.  Her sister, Isabella Cashin grad-
uated from VCU with a bachelor’s degree in bi-
ology on December 14th. Their mom, Stephanie, 
and dad, Brendan are very proud of their home-
schooled daughters.  Both young ladies took ad-
vantage of the Post 9808 Scholarship Pro-
gram.  Brendan Cashin, their father, is also a life 
Auxiliary member, as well as Glenda Bassetti 
their grandmother.  Brendan's father, Tom 
Cashin, and his brother, Tony Cashin are life 
Post members, as well as their Uncle Steven Bas-
setti.  It's a small world. Just saying. 
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Post 9808 members and Auxiliary assisted the 
DAV from Chesterfield with Bingo night, De-
cember 11th at McGuire Veterans Hospital. 
Cassie made up cookie boxes, the Post provid-
ed drinks, and the DAV brought pizza.  Walt 
McCormick, Glenda Bassetti, and Ray Bassetti 
assisted veterans who could not mark their 
Bingo cards.  Thanks go to Ronnie Haley for 
driving the bus. 

Bingo Night at McGuire Veterans Hospital 
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Cold Harbor National Cemetery sunrise the day after.  It's a 
beautiful sight.  A job well done yesterday, by many members of 
our post and the community. Atta boys go out to the National 
Park Service, Hanover Sheriff's Department, American Legion 
Post 175, and fellow veterans from Combat Veterans Chapter 27-
6.  The 927 wreaths that arrived Friday afternoon were delivered 
to the cemetery with a motorcycle escort from VFW riders 
and Combat Vets Chapter 27-6.  Take some time to go by the 
cemetery and visit this beautiful sight.  These wreaths in a small 
way recognize mostly civil war soldiers who gave their lives  to 
reunite our country. 

Bill Jones and  

Al Salazar put wreaths 

at Hanover Veterans  

Memorial 
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Moving?  Changing Your 

E-Mail Address? 

Be sure to let us know if you’re mov-

ing or if your e-mail address changes.  

Call us at (804) 746-9808 with your 

new address or just send us an e-mail 

with your new information to:  vfw-

post9808@comcast.net Post Members get 15%  discount on all 

computer work labor.  
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Thanks to all the volunteers that 

make the Club a success. 

If you’d like to  volunteer, contact the 

Club Manager Cassie Williams or the 

Club Chairman Shawn Kennedy  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Club needs volunteers for Cornhole for 

every Friday night.  Signup sheet is at the 

bar.  

The club sandwich is just one 

of the many delicious meals 

available at our Club daily 

for lunch.  Stop in and have 

lunch!  Great food for a 

great price. 

 

Breakfast:   

Monday—Thursday  

(made to order) 8:00 —11:00 am 

 Friday Buffet Breakfast 

7:30 am—10 am 

Lunch:   

Monday-Friday  

11:30 am –2 pm 

Dinner:   

Monday thru Friday:  4:30—6:30 pm 
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January 2020 

January 1  

Post Open Regular Hours 

January 2 

Liberation Home Dinner 

6 p.m. 

January 7 

Lonesome Dove 

Leave the Post at  10:00 a.m. 

January 18 

Saturday Breakfast Buffet 

9-11 a.m. $8/person 

January 18 

Bingo Dinner & Party 

5—7 p.m.  

$12/person RSVP by Jan 13  

January 23 

Awards Night 

7:00 p.m. 

January 30 

Auxiliary Covered Dish Dinner 

February 4 

Lonesome Dove 

Leave Post 10 a.m. 

February 6 

Liberation Home Dinner 

Leave Post 6 p.m. 

February 29 

3rd District Meeting 


